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• Authors must describe the Animal Ethics Committee approval when the study is carried
out using animals in their manuscripts.

Animal Ethics Committees (AECs) provide avenues for public participation in regulating animal
research. AECs are responsible for approving and monitoring research within Accredited Animal 
Research Establishments, including administering animal and facility inspections. 

No animal research may be carried out without AEC approval. AECs must consider and evaluate 
applications to conduct research based on the researchers' responses to a comprehensive set of 
questions, including their justification for the study, its likely impact on the animals, and procedures for 
preventing or alleviating pain and distress. 

On behalf of the establishment, AECs can stop inappropriate research and discipline 
researchers by withdrawing their research approvals. They can require that adequate care, including 
emergency care, is provided for animals. They also provide guidance and support to researchers on 
matters relevant to animal welfare through means such as preparing guidelines and disseminating 
relevant scientific literature. AECs are responsible for advising establishments on the changes to 
physical facilities that should be made to provide for the needs of the animals used. 

Does your research is based on human or animal participants? 

(Select one option with a cross in the appropriate box) 

YES: NO: 

If YES, please provide the Animal Ethics Committee Approval Number or Ethics Committee Approval 
and patient consent by study design 
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